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HUNGARIAN lecturers  recently visited a West-
bury joinery firm to learn about British methods
of vocational training and its impact on business.

The three lecturers and their interpreter, from the
Handler Nandor Vocational School in Sopron, which
lies on Hungary’s western border with Germany, were
the guests of Trowbridge College estate manager, Tony
Greenslade, who has been involved with modernising
Hungarian teaching methods since 1986. Tony said he
chose Oaktree Joinery as the focus of the visit due to
their use of cutting edge technologies and techniques.

Oaktree Joinery co-owner Martin Cox said, “We both
strongly believe that technology is the way forward and
the only way to survive. It's the only way to be competi-
tive.” 

As well as receiving a demonstration of joinery tech-
niques used by Oaktree and a display of their modern
computer-aided machinery, the Hungarian lecturers
were also there to see how successful the results of a
vocational course can be.

Owners Martin Cox and Kevin Payne  have a long
history with Tony Greenslade who taught both of them
during their time at Trowbridge College. Now owners
of a successful and expanding independent business at
the forefront of its field, Martin and Kevin epitomise
everything that the vocational training system aims to
achieve. 

Interpreter Emoke Somobyuari, head of languages at
the  Handler Nandor Vocational School, said that the
concept of the small independent business was a rela-
tively new one in Hungary which had only become a
capitalist economy since 1989. 

Tony Greenslade said, “The lecturers will be taking
away a working knowledge of what companies in Eng-
land are about.”

Since starting the company 17 years ago, Kevin and
Martin have seen Oaktree Joinery go from strength to
strength. They have recently doubled their floor space
to accommodate some of the latest machinery available
for window production and are about to open a show-
room. 
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HUNDREDS of children with special needs will be
treated to an extraordinary day out at Longleat
on Wednesday 11th June, thanks to the annual
Rotary Kids Out Day event.

KidsOut targets young people aged between five and 12,
who either attend special schools or are in special units at
mainstream schools. 

The scheme started locally in 1992, and at least 500 chil-
dren have taken part every year since 1999 - with over 650
benefiting each year since 2002.  Some 26 Rotary Clubs
from Burnham-on-Sea to Swindon, and from Malmesbury
to Glastonbury join forces to provide a wonderful day out
for the children, who are nominated for the treat by their
schools or other organisations involved in their care.    

This year our total numbers are close to 800 ‘kids’.  The
children are collected from their schools and transported to
Longleat. The day starts with a trip through the Safari Park,
includes a picnic lunch, and finishes with the group enjoy-
ing the various amusements within the grounds.  

Peter Bennett, chairman of the local organising commit-
tee, said, “We are grateful to our sponsors and supporters
for once again helping to make this a special day for so
many children. Locally we are sponsored by Lord Bath &
Longleat and Barnes Coachworks; Intel, the KIDSOUT
charity and individual Rotary clubs provide substantial
financial support, and Cadburys, Coca Cola Enterprises and
Walls Ice Cream provide treats for the Kids on the day.  Our
particular thanks go to Lord Bath and all the staff at Lon-
gleat, who make us so welcome.”   

To find out more about KidsOut, contact Peter Bennett
on 01373 472406.

A fun day out for children 
with special needs

Martin Cox and Kevin Payne with Tony Greenslade and his Hungarian guests

         


